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“From Then, To Next” embodies YSD’s 
journey of growth and progress.
Change is the only constant – 
and just as a river adapts its 
course to the terrain, YSD has 
continuously evolved to meet the 
shifting needs of our communities 
and the environment. Our 2024 
annual report, themed “From 
Then to Next”, reflects not only 
on our past achievements but 
also on the future we are actively 
shaping—whether through 
environmental conservation, 
expanding educational 
opportunities, championing 
the arts, or promoting gender 
equality in sports. This year 
marks a milestone as we present 
our first fully digital annual report, 

advancing our commitment to 
sustainability by reducing our 
environmental footprint.

Navigating this journey with us 
through the years are our project 
partners, along with donors 
Sime Darby Berhad, SD Guthrie 
Berhad, and Sime Darby Property 
Berhad, whose staunch support 
have enabled us to amplify our 
impact and drive meaningful 
change where it matters. With 
strong foundations in place, we 
confidently step forward into new 
frontiers while learning from our 
partners as we pave the way for 
greater possibilities tomorrow.
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About Yayasan Sime Darby
Yayasan Sime Darby (YSD) is the philanthropic 
arm of Sime Darby Berhad, SD Guthrie Berhad, 
and Sime Darby Property Berhad.

With a legacy spanning over four decades, we 
are dedicated to enhancing lives and delivering 
sustainable value through our five pillars of 
Education, Environment, Community & Health, 
Sports, and Arts & Culture. 

Over the years, we have expanded our wings from 
offering scholarships to outstanding and deserving 
individuals to funding impactful conservation, 
outreach, and development programmes.
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Year in Review
This year has been a significant journey of growth and learning for YSD. While we’ve made 
strides in sustainability, supported various communities, and worked towards inclusivity, the 
experience also enabled us to reflect on some of our key milestones and efforts, empowering 
us to strive to create meaningful impact.

Total commitment

RM 75.5 million
Total projects

69
Scholarships awarded

251



Chairman’s Foreword

Our theme for this year’s annual report, “From 
Then to Next,” is a reflection of Yayasan Sime 
Darby’s journey since 1982. For more than four 
decades, we have steadfastly supported a 
diverse array of causes – from sports and 
education to community development, the arts, 
and environmental conservation.

I am proud of how our initiatives have 
continually expanded both in scope and impact 
over the years, and I am even more proud to 
share that to date, our various initiatives have 
helped to support more than 6,500 women and 
girl athletes. 2024 has been a landmark year for 
sports, highlighted by the Paris Olympics. I must 
applaud our athletes’ achievements, especially 

our national track cycling team, whom we have 
nurtured and supported over three Olympic 
cycles – London 2012, Rio 2016, and Tokyo 2020. 
We began our commitment to Malaysian track 
cycling in 2010, aiming to elevate elite cyclists 
like Dato’ Azizulhasni Awang and Fatehah 
Mustafa. Initially scouted at the grassroots 
level, we supported Azizul and Fatehah through 
the programmes to secure their Olympic 
participation towards the first track cycling 
medal for our beloved nation. Through the 
YSD STAR Scholarship programme, we also 
supported Azizul with his degree in Melbourne. 
Azizul’s journey to Olympic medals – a bronze 
in Rio and a silver in Tokyo – has significantly 
raised Malaysia’s global profile in track cycling.
Building on this success, the YSD Track Series, 
launched in 2022 in collaboration with the 
Foundation for Malaysian Sporting Excellence 
(SportExcel), has become a central initiative 
for YSD. Developed to sustain and broaden the 
base of our national cycling talents, it is our 
strategic response to the need for a structured 
development programme in the sport, for their 
exposure in local competitions. Since its launch, 
the YSD Track Series has been providing young 
cyclists from across Malaysia the opportunity 
to race and refine their skills, and at times 
competing against international cyclists. The 
Malaysian National velodrome in Nilai, now 
a bustling hub of activity, is helping to put 
Malaysia on the map as a prime destination for 
international cycling events.

Our collaboration with the Malaysian Ladies 

Golf Association (MALGA) marks a strategic 
shift and expansion of our support for women’s 
golf, building on our previous involvement 
from 2010 to 2017 with the Sime Darby LPGA. 
This pivot, through the YSD-MALGA Golf for 
Girls Programme, has already seen significant 
achievements, including Ng Jing Xuen’s gold 
medal at the 32nd SEA Games and Mirabel Ting 
Ern Hui’s ascent to 17th in the World Amateur 
Golf Ranking, elevating 16 young athletes in total 
to new heights of performance and opportunity.

The role of education in sports cannot be 
overstated. The YSD Star Scholarship awarded 
to Aaliyah Yoong, Malaysia’s number 1 waterski 
athlete and an up-and-rising star in the sport 
internationally, exemplifies how academic 
dedication complements athletic training. 
Currently in her fourth semester at Florida 
Southern College studying Psychology, she 
continues to make us proud with her outstanding 
academic achievements each semester. 
Both Azizul’s and Aaliyah’s success reflects 
our commitment to supporting our athletes’ 
educational and professional ambitions, as I 
am sure that their achievements have inspired 
many to dream big and work hard both on and 
off the field.

At YSD, we support young talents as athletes 
as well as future leaders. Take Fatehah, who 
was part of the first batch of cyclists to qualify 
at the London Olympics, and the first woman 
track cyclist from Malaysia to do so. While she 
no longer competes, Fatehah is still actively 
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involved in coaching and helping to develop the 
sport to new heights, passing on her invaluable 
knowledge and expertise to a new generation of 
female cyclists.

At YSD, we support young talents as athletes 
as well as future leaders. Take Fatehah, who 
was part of the first batch of cyclists to qualify 
at the London Olympics, and the first woman 
track cyclist from Malaysia to do so. While she 
no longer competes, Fatehah is still actively 
involved in coaching and helping to develop the 
sport to new heights, passing on her invaluable 
knowledge and expertise to a new generation of 
female cyclists.

There is still a lot of work to do to promote 
and empower women in sports, which is a 
key focus area under our Sports pillar. The 
inaugural YSD Women & Girls in Sports Forum, 
held in February, was envisioned as a platform 
to elevate the conversation about gender 
equality in sports and inspire future generations 
of female athletes, and I am pleased that we 
have created a meaningful space for dialogue, 
learning, and advocacy. By providing a 
platform for these voices that have historically 
been marginalised, I hope to foster inclusive 
opportunities and advocate for greater support 
and representation for women and girls in 
sports.

In the realms of football and cricket, we continue 
to maintain a strong focus on grassroots 
development, with a particular emphasis on 
programmes for girls. I have always believed 
that investing in the development of girls is 
incredibly rewarding. In my experience, they 

demonstrate remarkable determination and 
discipline, and with the right support, they have 
the potential to achieve outstanding success, 
excel in competitions, and bring home more 
victories.

Since 2020, our collaboration with the 
Malaysian Cricket Association has seen our 
elite female cricket athletes breaking barriers, 
with the women’s national cricket team 
successfully qualifying for the ACC Asia Cup 
2022 in Bangladesh. This is an extraordinary 
achievement: being able to stand alongside 
giants in the sport, i.e. the Indian, Pakistani, Sri 
Lankan, and Bangladeshi teams.

YSD’s support has also led to the creation of the 
Sime Darby Football Club’s first all-girls football 
development programme, to encourage more 
girls to participate in the sport and ensure a safe 
environment for them to play through the hiring 
of female coaches and a female programme 
coordinator.

In highlighting all that YSD has contributed 
to in sports, I am not forgetting the incredible 
work that our team – alongside our partners, 
stakeholders, and everyone who has supported 
our initiatives over the years – has put into YSD’s 
other pillars. Only with strategic collaborations 
are we able to enhance lives and deliver 
sustainable value.

Of course, this would not have been possible 
without the support of our partners and 
stakeholders Sime Darby Berhad, SD Guthrie 
Berhad, and Sime Darby Property Berhad. Our 
commitment to ensuring sustainable and 

positive impact is thanks to the generous 
contributions from these three donors, for 
which we are profoundly grateful. Beyond their 
financial donations, we are encouraged by the 
passionate involvement of these companies 
in the causes we champion, including active 
participation in on-ground activities. I am glad 
that while our initiatives have evolved, our core 
mission has remained the same—and I hope 
our partners will continue to stand by our side 
as we strive to do more for the communities 
around us.

Rome was not built in a day, neither do trees 
bear fruit overnight. Our achievements are the 
result of years of dedication, collaboration, 
and shared vision, which would not have been 
possible without the invaluable contributions 
of my fellow YSD Governing Council members 
and the hardworking YSD operations team, who 
have worked tirelessly to ensure we achieve the 
best outcomes.

Even as we celebrate the successes of our 
initiatives from then until now, I think that 
there is still much to be done. As we look to 
the future, I am confident that together, we 
can advance our efforts in building inclusive, 
sustainable communities and continue making 
a meaningful difference in society, now and 
beyond.

Y.A.M. Tunku Tan Sri Imran Ibni Almarhum Tuanku Ja’afar
Chairman, Yayasan Sime Darby
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CEO’s Message

I am truly proud of the great strides we have 
made at Yayasan Sime Darby, and this year is 
no exception. Our theme for this year’s Annual 
Report, “From Then to Next” encapsulates our 
journey spanning decades of unwavering 
commitment to sustainability, conservation, 
and the empowerment of communities—
underscoring not just the progress we have 
achieved, but also the enduring impact of our 
efforts over the years.

Our work at YSD has always been rooted in 
a holistic approach. We recognise that it is 
not about addressing issues in isolation, but 
understanding the complex web of social, 
cultural, and economic factors that influence 

and are influenced by our actions. This is why 
we strive for integration across all our five pillars, 
and why strategic partnerships lie at the heart 
of many of our initiatives.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our donor 
companies – SD Guthrie Berhad, Sime Darby 
Berhad, and Sime Darby Property Berhad – for 
their generous support and tireless involvement 
across our programmes. Their support powers 
initiatives like the SD Guthrie-YSD Plant-A-Tree 
(SDGPAT) programme, which has greened 
Jentar and Kamuning Estates and beyond since 
2008. Through this collaboration, we have been 
able to plant nearly 550,000 trees, build an 
arboretum of endemic and endangered, rare, 
and threatened species, and establish forest 
patches that increase ecosystem connectivity 
to mitigate species extinction. We are currently 
working together with SD Guthrie for Phase 4 of 
this initiative at Damai Estate, Sarawak, adjacent 
to the 11,026-hectare Bukit Tiban National Park 
– home to Borneo’s unique wildlife, including 
several endangered hornbill species.

Support from these donor companies 
also enables critical employee volunteer 
programmes at YSD. A big thank you to our 
volunteers from SD Guthrie, Sime Darby, and 
Sime Darby Property who have dedicated 
their time and efforts through the YSD Huluran 
Kasih and YSD Eco Citizen programmes. 
Since 2018, the Huluran Kasih programme 
has seen 6,185 volunteers log 55,883 hours 
towards social initiatives, while the Eco Citizen 

programme, introduced in 2022, has mobilised 
786 volunteers who have dedicated 4,369 hours 
across 11 environmental initiatives.

The revived SD Games in 2023 has reenergised 
our corporate community by bringing together 
1,321 employees, including a strong showing of 
465 women, in events like football, badminton, 
running, and futsal in the last financial year. We 
are now going steady with three sporting events 
planned annually. We hope to accomplish 
more with these games than just boost their 
morale; we want to give them the tools they 
need to contribute more effectively to society 
and expand the range of roles they can play as 
volunteers.

A cornerstone of our work has been our 
collaborative efforts in conservation. The plight 
of the critically endangered Malayan Tiger, a 
species that has long symbolised the challenges 
facing our natural world, has led to the creation 
of the Tiger Coalition supported by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Sustainability (NRES). Together with our project 
partners, the Perak State Parks Corporation 
(PSPC) and RIMAU, as well as corporate partners, 
including Yayasan Hasanah among others, YSD 
has ramped up efforts to protect these majestic 
creatures. With increased patrols across the 
Central Forest Spine (CFS), we have been 
successful at reducing poaching and illegal 
wildlife activity in the region.

A significant milestone in our journey was the 
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dialogue session with NRES Minister, YB Nik 
Nazmi Nik Ahmad, in August 2023, where we 
discussed the urgent need for coordinated 
strategies to ensure effective conservation 
efforts without overlap. The YSD WildRoots 
docuseries was introduced during this year’s 
YSD World Environment Day in response to this 
conversation. Launched with the support from 
the Ministry by YB Minister, the docuseries plays 
a crucial role in our environmental education 
efforts, raising awareness about biodiversity 
protection in CFS. I am certain of the ability 
of environmental education to extend far 
beyond immediate impact, safeguarding our 
natural heritage for future generations. With 
every step we take alongside our partners and 
communities, we are protecting this vital piece 
of our natural history.

The reforestation and rehabilitation of the 
Northern Ulu Segama Forest Reserve, now known 
as the Bukit Piton Forest Reserve, is another 
example of our long-term conservation efforts 
having borne fruit. This 5,400-hectare area 
represents more than a decade of hard work 
and dedication between YSD and our partners, 
including the Sabah Forestry Department, SD 
Guthrie Berhad, the Sabah Wildlife Department, 
Sabah Foundation, and the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF).

The Ulu Segama forests are home to arguably 
the largest population of orangutans in Sabah, 
some 400 individuals, or 30% of Sabah’s 
estimated orangutan population. From 2008 
to 2019, with YSD coming on board in 2010 
with a total investment of RM25 million over 10 
years, the reforestation project successfully 

restored the orangutan habitat within the 
Bukit Piton Forest Reserve area—culminating in 
the reclassification of the forest from a Class 
2 commercial reserve to a Class 1 Protected 
Forest Reserve.

In 2018, we embarked on a new chapter of 
forest reforestation initiative together with the 
Tropical Rainforest Conservation and Research 
Centre (TRCRC). This project, complementary 
to our earlier work in Northern Ulu Segama, was 
located within the same forest management 
area. Our restoration work in this phase 
focused on planting wild fruits, as well as fast-
growing and pioneer species to rehabilitate 
the degraded land. The lessons learned from 
the Ulu Segama project have been invaluable 
in guiding our approach, particularly in the 
concept of high-density and diversity planting. 
This methodology, while technically challenging, 
has proven effective in reducing maintenance 
through increased competition among species. 
By mimicking the natural processes of forest 
regeneration, we have been able to create a 
self-sustaining system that not only supports 
wildlife but also enhances ecosystem resilience.

As we move into expanding our collaboration 
with TRCRC in CFS, our focus has shifted to 
environmental education. We believe that 
the data collected from our restoration 
efforts should serve a greater purpose, one 
that extends beyond the forest. Through 
talks, roadshows, and initiatives like the Eco-
Schools programme, we aim to inspire the next 
generation to become proactive environmental 
stewards. In collaboration with Green Growth 
Asia Foundation, the Eco-Schools empowers 

students to take active roles in their environment 
starting from the classroom, extending to the 
school, and eventually to the community. The 
Kedah and Melaka Eco-Schools programme 
we supported has been particularly successful, 
involving 1,798 students and 437 teachers 
in seminars and workshops, and providing 
schools with the environmental education 
modules and infrastructure to support project-
based learning. Through these efforts, we aim 
to plant the seeds of awareness, responsibility, 
and hope in young minds, who will carry forward 
the torch of conservation with knowledge, skills, 
and a passion for environmental stewardship.

Our conservation and education efforts aside, 
accessibility in the arts is another area in which 
I am excited to be a part of over the years. 
The biennial Yayasan Sime Darby Arts Festival 
(YSDAF) was born out of a desire to make the arts 
accessible to all, especially the underprivileged 
and marginalised. In many societies, the arts 
can be a powerful tool for initiating social 
change. One of YSDAF’s most inspiring aspects 
is how it uses the arts to narrate the stories of 
those who are often unheard.

Furthermore, YSDAF has stayed true to its 
commitment of making the arts accessible 
to everyone, and this includes people with 
disabilities. We truly believe that everyone 
should have the opportunity to experience 
the transformative power of the arts, and this 
is reflected not just in our diverse range of 
programmes, but also in how we cater to visitors 
at the festival. I am proud to say that YSDAF is 
the first and only arts festival in Malaysia that 
requires our crew and volunteers to undergo 
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Disability Equality Training and Disability Related 
Services Training, which includes wheelchair 
handling, sign language, and blind assistance.

In using arts to narrate the stories of the 
marginalised, the Parastoo Theatre, provides 
a platform to raise awareness on the social, 
economic, and mental health issues faced by 
refugees. The power of storytelling lies in its ability 
to humanise issues, bringing abstract concepts 
to life and building empathy among audiences. 
By giving a voice to the marginalised, we are not 
just sharing their stories but empowering them 
to reclaim their narratives and take control of 
their destinies.

YSD also extends our support to educational 
programmes that bring arts into schools. In 
partnership with Kakiseni, we launched the 
Kelab YSD-Kakiseni Junior 2023 programme, 
filling a critical educational gap by providing 
access to arts for students, especially from B40 
households. While prioritising students from 
marginalized backgrounds, this programme 
extends its benefits to all participants, helping 
to cultivate holistic learning experiences that go 
beyond the conventional curriculum through 
creative expression, students develop key 
skills such as emotional intelligence, critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and adaptability—
skills. The programme has successfully 
empowered 500 students to grow as well-
rounded individuals, better prepared for future 
challenges. In addition,19 performing and 
visual artists are introduced and inducted into 
16 schools to kickstart a stronger collaboration 
between schools and the creative industry. 
Our collaboration with KL Shakespeare Players 

(KLSP) since 2020 also aims to counter the 
scarcity of arts opportunities in suburban and 
rural areas. KLSP’s storytelling programme 
focuses on enhancing English proficiency and 
critical thinking while bridging the cultural 
gap by introducing students to both local and 
global folklore. Their online initiative has grown 
exponentially, reaching students in remote 
areas more effectively through the Internet. 
These efforts clearly establish the arts as a 
crucial component of Malaysia’s educational 
framework, equipping our youth to thrive 
culturally and personally.

As we look ahead, my optimism for YSD’s future 
is buoyed by our tangible accomplishments 
across all our pillars. The strides we have made 
reflect the collective efforts and shared vision of 
our partners, stakeholders, and team members. 
My heartfelt thanks go to every one of you, 
recognising that our continued success relies on 
your steadfast support. Together with the team 
at YSD, we will keep building on this foundation, 
striving for the best of outcomes and impacts 
for our community and the environment.

Dr Hjh Yatela Zainal Abidin
Chief Operating Officer, Yayasan Sime Darby
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Driving Vision,
Leading Change
At YSD, the commitment of our Council 
and team to transparency and impact 
guides our efforts and progress.  Each 
member’s contributions are key to 
advancing our mission to build a more 
resilient and inclusive world, positioning 
YSD at the forefront of responsible 
practices.
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YSD Governing Council

Y.A.M. Tunku Tan Sri Imran Ibni 
Almarhum Tuanku Ja’afar

Chairman

Puan Sri Normah Hashim

Datu Dr Rashidah Binti 
Bolhassan

Dato’ Jeffri Salim 
DavidsonCaroline Christine Russell

Datuk Mohamad Helmy 
Othman Basha

Dato’ Seri Azmir Merican
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Management

Dr Hjh Yatela Zainal Abidin
CEO

Muzdalifah Mohd Nasir
Head, Strategy & Corporate Affairs

Muhammad Hafizzudin Mohd Arif
Head, Projects

Santha Kumari Panchan
Head, Finance & Administration
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Education

Rabiatul Adawiah Megat Jiwa

Nurul Athirah Mohamad Ali

Nurfatin Nadiah Amirrudin

Nor Azmi Lawrence

Siti Damia Mohd Fathil

Sabariah Razali
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Environment, Sports and Arts & Culture

Muhamad Hairul Fazli Rosli

Muhammad Al-Hakim Md Zilan

Dediey Hitus

Nadia Marie Mohammad Azlan

Fareehah Shahrul Azman

Niken Aishah Tajudin
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Community & Health and Education Development

Nursyuhada’ Bakhid

Nur Khairunnisa Mustafa

Sharifah Nur Fatimah 
Alhadi Syed Md Nasser

Muhammad Khairos Azri Rosli

Victor Tham Wai Hon

Prasanna Amplagan
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Public Relations

Nur Raudhah Ibrahim

Ana Nurdini Sharin Lea Ellisyhia Nasarudin
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Finance & Admin

Kalai Vani Supparamaniam

Mohd Farib Mat Tajutin

Josephine Grace Arokiasamy

Nik Liyana Fathi
Nik Hisyamuddin Fathi

Nurul Amirah Hanisah
Mohd Zamri

Nor Azlina Awang

Nurul Shakirin Zulkefly

Muhamad Rafiezi Basri
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Employee Volunteer 
Programmes
In any endeavour, it is the people who bring 
success to life and turn visions into reality. 

YSD extends our deepest gratitude to our 
dedicated volunteers nationwide for their 
invaluable contributions to key CSR initiatives 
this past year. From facilitating immediate flood 
relief operations and supporting back-to-school 
programmes, to lending their time and efforts in 
beach cleanups and tree-planting initiatives, 
6,971 volunteers have contributed 60,252 hours 
of service across 389 initiatives – building a 
stronger force for community and nation.

Thank you for your staunch support and the 
countless lives you have touched through your 
generosity!
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Central Forest Spine

Malaysia’s Lifeline for Biodiversity 
and Water Security
Straddling 6.71 million hectares across eight states and 58 districts in 
Peninsular Malaysia, the Central Forest Spine (CFS) is the backbone that 
sustains life in the region, providing up to 90% of the peninsula’s water 
supply. Many diverse ecosystems and endangered species call this place 
home, including the Malayan tiger, the Asian elephant, the Malayan tapir, 
the Malayan sun bear, and the hornbills, as well as ERT flora species such 
as the rafflesia and slipper orchids.

The CFS is crucial for preserving Malaysia’s rich biodiversity, serving as 
a natural corridor for species to migrate, disperse, and interact, which is 
essential for their survival. The area’s degradation would have profound 
and long-lasting consequences, disrupting vital ecosystem services like 
water regulation and climate stabilisation, endangering the livelihoods 
of surrounding communities, heightening human-wildlife conflict, and 
straining the national economy.

Through initiatives and projects with key partners, YSD’s multi-faceted 
approach in the CFS covers initiatives such as regreening, anti-poaching, 
and biodiversity protection and education.

Feature Stories
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Partners: Tropical Rainforest Conservation and Research Centre (TRCRC), 
SD Guthrie Berhad (SD Guthrie), Regional Environmental Awareness 
Cameron Highlands (REACH)

YSD together with its partners have undertaken extensive tree-planting 
projects aimed at restoring degraded areas within the CFS. The Plant-
A-Tree Programme with SD Guthrie, for example, has succeeded in 
regreening large swathes of forest, including in the Kamuning Estate in 
Perak, which saw over 70,000 trees planted on 95 hectares of land, serving 
as a corridor connecting forest patches within the estate to the Kledang 
Saiong Permanent Forest Reserve.

Key Initiative: Regreening
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Partners: Nature Based Solutions (NBS), Perak State Park Corporation 
(PSPC), RIMAU

YSD supports anti-poaching initiatives to combat illegal wildlife trade and 
protect endangered species like the Malayan tiger. Working with PSPC, 
YSD’s 4th phase of funding as part of conservation efforts at Royal Belum 
State Park equipped local forest patrols with even more sophisticated 
monitoring technologies, strengthening the park’s defensive measures.

Key Initiative: Anti-poaching
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Partners: Malaysian Elephant Management and Ecology (MEME), GAIA, 
RIMAU

YSD’s partnerships with MEME, GAIA, and RIMAU support research, 
monitoring, and community education programmes to increase 
understanding and appreciation of the CFS’s ecological value. The MEME 
project, which began in 2012, focuses on conservation research for Asian 
elephants, and has nurtured a new generation of wildlife researchers and 
managers, whilst putting into place effective management measures for 
Human-Elephant conflict. Meanwhile, YSD’s work with GAIA supports the 
conservation of endangered hornbills by providing artificial nest boxes to 
increase populations. YSD’s support for RIMAU also extends to providing 
basic literacy to Jahai children through our Menraq Junior programme in 
Royal Belum, to inspire a conservation-minded generation dedicated to 
the future of the Malayan Tiger.

Key Initiative: Human-wildlife Coexistence through 
biodiversity protection and education
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WildRoots is a four-part docuseries released by YSD, shining a spotlight 
on initiatives within the CFS and the amazing people behind them. Shot 
across twelve locations, the series brought the CFS to life on film whilst 
addressing pressing issues like habitat fragmentation and human-
wildlife conflict.

WildRoots
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YSD’s efforts in the CFS contribute to the global sustainability goals 
by promoting the sustainable use and management of terrestrial 
ecosystems and supporting urgent action to combat climate change 
and its impacts. As the saying goes, we do not inherit the earth from our 
ancestors; we borrow it from our children.



YSD Arts Festival 2023

Bringing People Together Through 
the Arts
In multicultural Malaysia, the arts can be a powerful vehicle to promote 
understanding of cultural differences and building a sense of shared 
identity. However, there is still a lack of opportunities and platforms for 
the public to experience, interact with, and engage in art events and 
programmes locally.

The biennial Yayasan Sime Darby Arts Festival (YSDAF) has worked to 
fill this gap since its inception in 2014. Jointly produced by YSD and The 
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre, it is Malaysia’s largest free-for-
all arts festival, and the only festival that is truly inclusive for persons 
with disabilities (PWDs). Its reach and impact extend beyond the arts, 
as the festival champions the causes of and acts as a bridge for many 
underrepresented and underserved communities, such as refugees, 
wheelchair users, individuals with vision or hearing impairment, autism, 
Parkinson’s disease, cerebral palsy, and people living with HIV.

This is achieved through measures such as its free admission tag, friendly 
atmosphere, diverse representation, as well as PWD-friendly amenities 
and services. The event has paved the way for many firsts: it is the only 
festival in Malaysia where the crew undergoes compulsory Disability 
Equality Training (DET) and Disability Related Services Training (DRST), 
with a dedicated team of Festival Ambassadors to assist persons with 
disabilities at the festival.

Feature Stories
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The event is also committed to sustainable and eco-friendly practices, 
including the enforcement of a festival-wide Bring Your Own Container 
(BYOC), rentNreturn foodware service to avoid single-use plastic, opting 
for recyclable materials, as well as providing recycling bins and water 
cooler stations. 

Supported by YSD’s funding of RM6.48 million over four editions, YSDAF 
has not only provided extensive arts exposure to the community, but 
also helped to foster unity in Malaysian society. Being a ‘By Malaysians, 
for Malaysians’ event, it features local acts and ensembles that 
showcase the beauty and diversity of Malaysian art, from the traditional 
to the contemporary. Though the festival finale is in Klang Valley, it has 
showcased Malaysian artistes from all over the country, including East 
Malaysia. It also acts as an incubator to train young producers as well as 
other staff to produce and manage large-scale festivals.

10 years on, YSDAF has proven to be an effective launch pad for local 
talents in the arts industry. Even during the pandemic, the event played 
a role in nurturing new talents among artists and arts practitioners, as 
klpac trained first-time producers and premiered 70 new works curated 
exclusively for YSDAF 2023.

The local arts and creative industry is bursting with talents waiting to be 
discovered; however, funds are usually insufficient to support the many 
talents. YSD’s support realises the untapped opportunities where creative 
arts could drive not just economic growth, but also enrich the lives of 
everyday Malaysians. Because a world without art would be a dull one 
indeed.
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YSD Track Series

Over a Decade and Counting: 
Empowering the Malaysian Track 
Cycling Scene
In line with its commitment to supporting grassroots sports development 
programmes, YSD has uplifted the Malaysian track cycling scene through 
various initiatives—from its early days empowering the national track 
cycling team to represent the country at the Olympics, to launching 
Malaysia’s pioneer racing platform for junior and elite athletes, raising 
their competitiveness on the world stage.

YSD has supported Malaysian cyclists at three Olympic cycles: London 
in 2012, Rio in 2016, and Tokyo in 2020, with a total investment of RM7.45 
million and bringing talents such as Azizulhasni Awang, Josiah Ng, 
Fatehah Mustapa, and Shah Firdaus Sahrom onto the international stage.

YSD proudly supported Azizul and Josiah at the London Olympics, and 
continued this support with Azizul and Fatehah at the Rio Olympics, 
followed by Azizul and Shah Firdaus at the Tokyo Olympics. Fatehah, the 
first Malaysian female track cyclist to qualify for the event at the Olympics, 
went on to have a stellar career, securing a silver medal at the Asian 
Games in Korea and multiple golds at the Asian Championships. Post-
retirement, Fatehah has transitioned to coaching and is dedicated to 
developing the next generation of female cyclists.

Feature Stories
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Azizulhasni Awang

Outside of the Olympics, YSD has invested RM2.7 million in the YSD Track 
Series (YSDTS), which was launched in partnership with the Foundation for 
Malaysian Sporting Excellence (SportExcel) in 2022. The YSTDS provides a 
crucial racing platform for local talents, allowing them to compete against 
international athletes and gain the exposure needed to elevate their skills. 
This series has also been instrumental in discovering new talents, such 
as Nurul Izzah Izzati, who qualified for the Paris 2024 Olympics at just 20 
years old.

The YSD Australasean Series 2024, held at the National Velodrome in 
Nilai, brought together talent from Malaysia, New Zealand, Thailand, 
Korea, Indonesia, and Singapore. The event was a resounding success, 
promoting race development and fostering international camaraderie.

Through these continued investments in grassroots development, YSD 
hopes to unearth and bring to light the next generation of Azizuls, Fatehahs, 
Shahs, and Nurul Izzahs, contributing to the national sports talent pool and 
bringing Malaysia’s name in the sporting arena to new heights.

Scouted from the grassroots level, Azizul’s journey was shaped and 
supported by YSD, including funding for his education in Sports 
Management at Deakin University, Melbourne, through the YSD STAR 
Scholarship. Despite suffering a severe injury in 2011 – a 20cm wooden 
splinter piercing his calf during a World Championships event – Azizul’s 
resilience and determination never wavered. He went on to win Malaysia’s 
first-ever Olympic medal in track cycling, a bronze at the Rio 2016 
Olympics, followed by a silver at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, earning the 
fond nickname of Malaysia’s “Pocketrocket Man”.
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Education
Sime Darby Young Innovators Challenge
Nurturing a New Generation of STEM 
Innovators and Leaders to Solve Real-
life Community Problems
Seeds need the right conditions to grow, just as young minds require 
support and opportunities to flourish. The Sime Darby Young Innovators 
Challenge (SDYIC) – YSD’s annual flagship programme in collaboration 
with technical partner and training provider Chumbaka — acts as fertile 
ground for secondary school students across the country to develop an 
innovative mindset while honing their technical and prototyping skills.

Each edition has seen students proposing unique ideas and solutions 
to benefit their community in areas such as food and agriculture, 
automotive and mobility, healthcare, and more. Out of the programme’s 
18,771 participants, 39% of them are female students, in line with YSD’s goal 
of encouraging more girls participating in STEM education.

Recognising the need to improve access to quality education and 
innovation opportunities, YSD organised SDYIC’s first fully online edition 
in 2016. This meant that when the pandemic hit, SDYIC was already 
prepared to pivot – allowing the programme to continue reaching bright 
young minds from all corners of Malaysia, even in challenging times. More 
importantly, the online programme afforded students from rural areas 
who previously faced financial and logistical barriers when attending 
workshops and competitions in larger towns, equal opportunities as their 
urban counterparts to participate, learn, and showcase their talents. With 
SDYIC content also available on the Malaysian Ministry of Education’s 
digital learning platform DELIMa, the programme has the potential to 
reach all public schools in the country.
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Aside from being a national competition, the flagship event also includes 
the Train the Trainer (TTT) programme for undergraduate students and 
secondary school teachers. This initiative bridges educational gaps 
between rural and urban schools by creating a wholesome experience 
to exercise creativity and problem solving beyond the school syllabus. By 
equipping educators and aspiring mentors with the tools, wisdom, and 
expertise, the programme enhances the sustainability of educational 
impact. They not only become catalysts for change within their schools and 
communities but also sustain knowledge transfer even if they transition 
to new institutions, ensuring the continuity of learning irrespective of the 
presence of SDYIC.

YSD is all in on boosting STEM education across Malaysia, with a big push 
for making it accessible everywhere – from big cities to small towns. With 
the SDYIC alumni network, which encourages learning from secondary to 
tertiary levels, YSD is on a mission to keep the education cycle inclusive 
and ongoing. The next phase of funding will help spread SDYIC’s influence 
nationwide through a mix of in-person and digital platforms, widening 
access to STEM resources. This year’s TTT workshops have added new 
leadership modules, empowering teachers with the skills they need 
to effectively champion the STEM movement within their schools and 
beyond.

31



SDYIC winners through the years
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YSD Skill Enrichment Programme
Transforming Lives Through TVET
Skilled workers are essential to a nation’s success—which is why YSD has 
remained steadfast in its mission of nurturing talent and empowering 
underserved communities through Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) programmes. Since its inception, the foundation has 
allocated over RM40 million towards bursaries for TVET, building up talent 
from all walks of life, helping to break the cycle of poverty for B40 families 
by providing access to quality tertiary education, and supporting the 
national goal of creating a sustainable and high-income workforce.

In Sabah and Sarawak, YSD’s partnership with The Welding Institute has 
opened new doors for Asnaf and Tahfiz graduates, equipping them with 
internationally recognised vocational skills and elevating their standards 
of living.

Collaborations with Sime Darby Industrial Academy and the Technical 
and Vocational Education Division under the purview of the Ministry of 
Education provide a pathway for scholars to excel in the heavy equipment 
industries, receive professional certification, and enjoy better career 
development. Similarly, the “Empowering the Nation, Enriching the Future” 
Programme, in partnership with the Construction Industry Development 
Board and Sime Darby Property, targets B40 students, enabling them to 
thrive in the construction field.

Education
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The National TVET Day 2023 celebration, which was attended by over 
100 current and former TVET scholars, partners, community colleges, 
and representatives from the ministries of Higher Education, Finance, 
and Human Resources, recognises the achievements of scholars of the 
programme whilst dispelling the narrative that TVET courses are only for 
students who are unable excel academically.

In a significant move to prepare our future workforce and support the 
nation’s human capital development, YSD and the Ministry of Education 
formalised our commitment to advancing TVET education in the country 
through the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding November last 
year. This strategic collaboration aims to bolster the employability of 
vocational college students in Malaysia through the YSD Skill Enrichment – 
Professional Certificate (PROCERT) Programme, conducted in partnership 
with the Sime Darby Industrial Academy.

YSD is currently in collaboration with SD Guthrie Berhad and the Institute of 
Malaysian Plantation and Commodities (IMPAC) for a Machine Specialist 
Apprenticeship Programme, which will provide specialised training and 
hands-on experience for aspiring technicians in the plantation sector. 
These initiatives demonstrate YSD’s unwavering dedication to champion 
inclusivity and equality in education, paving the way to a brighter future.
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Environment
Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre
Restoring Hope for the World’s Smallest 
Bear
Visitors to the Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre (BSBCC) in Sepilok, 
Sabah, are often greeted by the sight of a cream-coloured muzzle framed 
by black fur peeking through the thick jungle foliage. This is the Bornean 
sun bear, the world’s smallest bear species, which stands at around 70 cm 
at the shoulder and is endemic to Borneo.

Founded in 2008 by Dr (Hon.) Wong Siew Te, BSBCC is the only sun bear 
conservation centre in the world. It is dedicated to the welfare and 
rehabilitation of sun bears and does education and research to promote 
their conservation. YSD’s early involvement from 2012 to 2015 helped in 
funding the construction of the bear house and observation platform, 
after which the NGO became self-sustaining.

The COVID-19 pandemic presented significant challenges for the centre, 
which nearly led to its closure. In response, YSD provided critical funding 
support to ensure the centre’s survival. YSD’s total commitment of RM5.69 
million has supported various aspects of the centre’s operations, from 
building essential infrastructure between 2012 and 2015 to covering 
personnel costs, bear release operations, administrative expenses, and 
vehicle maintenance. This support has been crucial in maintaining the 
care and rehabilitation of the 44 bears housed at the centre and has 
facilitated the release of several bears back into the wild.
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During this period, YSD facilitated the Ministry of Finance (MOF) to provide 
a matching grant of RM790,000 which went towards bolstering BSBCC’s 
community and education outreach programmes. The goal was to raise 
awareness on the sun bear’s plight and promote public support through 
adoption programmes and donations. The fund also facilitated the 
development of infrastructure necessary for the sun bear soft-release 
operation at the Tabin Wildlife Reserve.

Dr Wong Siew Te’s pioneering work and the ongoing support from YSD 
and other partners have made BSBCC a beacon of hope for sun bear 
conservation, ensuring these charming creatures have a future in the wild.
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Environment
Perak State Parks Corporation
Equipping Royal Belum’s Guardians in 
Their Fight Against Poachers
Every sanctuary needs a protector. Deep within the jungles of Royal Belum 
State Park, a team of 12 patrollers—comprising dedicated local rangers 
and Orang Asli workers—navigate the dense foliage as they strive to 
protect the park’s precious inhabitants. Their main mission: to combat 
poaching and safeguard the endangered Malayan tiger.

YSD supports anti-poaching efforts by the Perak State Parks Corporation 
(PSPC) and has provided close to RM5 million in funding to transform and 
expand the park’s patrol teams. At its peak, YSD’s patrol team numbered 
15 – and we are proud that a number of them have since been absorbed 
into PSPC where their expertise and knowledge has been invaluable in 
combatting illegal activities in the park.

In 2018, PSPC along with multiple enforcement agencies including the 
Malaysian Armed Forces, Royal Malaysia Police, and PERHILITAN arrested 
an illegal immigrant extracting agarwood in the state park. Meanwhile in 
2021, a joint operation with key partners including the Forestry Department, 
led to the arrest of a poacher and the seizure of various trapping 
equipment and pangolin scales.

Now into our fourth phase of funding, the focus has evolved from simply 
putting boots on the ground to enabling the deployment of high-end 
patrolling and monitoring equipment. What began as a team of five has 
grown into a coordinated force equipped with specialised training in 
navigation and survivability. They are now also equipped with advanced 
tools like the Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool (SMART) and camera 
traps to gather vital data on local wildlife.
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This shift has not only expanded the monitoring efforts but also allowed for 
real-time updates and more efficient coordination. The establishment of 
the PSPC Enforcement Operation Room in 2021 has made communication 
easier for various agencies working within Royal Belum.

With these advancements, the Malayan tiger now has a fighting chance 
to flourish in the wild – reducing the risk of it being a mythical creature on 
our national coat of arms. As we look to the future, our continued support 
aims to strengthen these efforts, ensuring that the Royal Belum State Park 
remains a stronghold for Malaysia’s wildlife conservation.
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Community & Health
Cancer Research Malaysia
Expanding Access to Cancer Care
Yayasan Sime Darby has been a staunch supporter of Cancer Research 
Malaysia (CRMY) for the past 15 years, contributing more than RM66.2 
million to fund cancer research, public awareness, and treatment 
accessibility programmes for underserved groups. From an initial focus on 
supporting cancer research in 2010, YSD’s efforts since 2014 has expanded 
to supporting research findings and reaching out to the community.

One such initiative is the Patient Navigation Programme (PNP), launched 
in 2014 to assist underprivileged women in navigating financial and 
logistical barriers, so they can access treatment quickly and improve 
their chances of survival. First made available at Hospital Tengku Ampuan 
Rahimah Klang, the programme successfully reduced treatment default 
rates from 12% to 5%, and has since expanded to additional centres in 
Kota Kinabalu, Kuching, and Seremban, with plans for more in the pipeline.

Prevention and early detection measures are crucial in the battle against 
cancer, and CRMY has made significant strides in both areas. These efforts 
include building the largest genomic map of breast cancers in Asian 
women and developing a database for the genomic study of oral cancer, 
crucial for advancing targeted therapies and enhancing early detection.
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Additionally, CRMY has led the first Asian national study to improve 
access to genetic counselling. An Artificial Intelligence-enabled mobile 
application was also developed called ‘MeMoSA’ or Mobile Mouth 
Screening Anywhere to conduct remote detection of suspicious lesions 
in the mouth via mobile-captured images. In February 2024, the app was 
launched in Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, providing much needed support 
for treatment of oral health problems in the state, which lacks sufficient 
dental facilities to cater to its rural population. In this way, the initiative 
helps to propel the National Dental Health Strategic Plan 2020 – 2030 
forward.

Phase 5 (2023- 2026) of YSD’s funding totalling RM12 million will assist 
the organisation in covering employee salaries and benefits for up 
to 53 staff—freeing CRMY to focus its efforts on cancer prevention and 
treatment strategies, including forming a DNA vaccine for oral cancer 
patients and improving breast cancer immunotherapy treatments.
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Community & Health
Yayasan Orang Kurang Upaya Kelantan
Addressing The Need for Palliative Care 
Services in Kelantan
There is an urgent need for better palliative care in Malaysia, with only 
19 palliative specialists serving in Malaysian state hospitals as of 2022—
far below the 218 needed for the country’s 32 million people. As a result, 
only 10% to 15% of patients receive the care they need. This shortfall is 
particularly dire in Kelantan, where there are no palliative specialists 
despite having over 45,277 people with disabilities registered.

Yayasan Orang Kurang Upaya Kelantan (YOKUK), established in 1999, 
addresses this need through comprehensive healthcare, welfare, and 
educational programmes for the disabled. Its palliative care unit, which 
started with just one nurse and an assistant, has grown into a team of 
16 and now includes palliative nurses, therapists, and support staff. They 
provide crucial mobile palliative care and therapy services for the B40 
community and can cater to over 100 patients simultaneously.

Yayasan Sime Darby (YSD) supports YOKUK under its Community & Health 
pillar, aligning with Sustainable Development Goal 3, which aims to ensure 
healthy lives and well-being for all. YOKUK’s collaboration with local 
hospitals like Hospital Raja Perempuan Zainab II and Hospital Universiti 
Sains Malaysia has significantly expanded their outreach, culminating in 
over 25,500 palliative care home visits and nearly 6,000 therapy sessions.
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YOKUK’s work has not only alleviated financial burdens for families but 
also provided valuable healthcare training and mental health support for 
patient’s loved ones, earning international recognition from institutions 
like the National Taiwan University. Through its strategic partnership with 
YSD, YOKUK continues to make a substantial impact on the lives of the 
underprivileged and disabled in Kelantan.

44



45



Sports
Sime Darby Football Development Programme

Nurturing The Football Talent Pool from 
Roots to Shoots
YSD has been a part of the Sime Darby Football Club’s (SDFC) journey 
since 2010, when it made its striking debut as champion of the FAM Cup 
the same year. Having supported SDFC’s pro players to the big leagues, 
including the Malaysia FA Cup and Malaysia Premier League, this early 
success led to YSD’s strategic pivot towards nurturing grassroots talent 
in the sport in 2018, through the Sime Darby Football Development 
Programme (SDFDP), aiming to cultivate elite football players for national 
and state teams.

To date, over 331 boys and 132 girls aged 7 to 16 from the Bukit Jelutong 
and neighbouring areas have participated in this programme, several of 
whom have gone on to join national and state teams.

YSD also supported SDFC’s first all-girls and largest football development 
programme to level the playing field for girls in football. This involved hiring 
more female coaches and a female programme coordinator, creating 
not just a safer environment for girl players, but also career opportunities 
within the sporting community.
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With RM1.5 million committed in the current phase of SDFDP, YSD continues 
to empower an additional 150 girls and 150 boys, providing them access to 
top tier coaching and international tournament exposure. These initiatives 
exemplify our belief that sports can transform lives and communities, 
promote gender equality, and foster the holistic development of young 
Malaysians.

In YSD’s complementary effort to use sports for social betterment, the 
Foundation also extended its support to initiatives like the Midnight 
Football programme. In collaboration with the Global Peace Foundation 
Malaysia from 2018 to 2020, this initiative targeted 74 at-risk youths 
from rural Sarawak, employing football as a medium to help them build 
resilience, character, and leadership skills, for its capacity to influence 
positive life choices and constructive futures.
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Sports
SD Games

Team Building and Enhancing 
Wellbeing Through Sport
Many bonds have been forged on the field or on court, as proved by the 
Sime Darby Group Games (SDGG). First held in 2009, this series of sporting 
events ran annually until 2017 and brought together participants from 
the five Sime Darby Group divisions namely Plantation, Property, Motors, 
Industrial, Energy, and Utilities. Following the group’s demerger, the 
SDGG was put on hold but was revived as SD Games in 2023 with a fresh 
perspective.

The games kicked off in January 2023, featuring four events and engaging 
1,321 employees in football, badminton, running, and futsal. Of this number, 
465 were women – showcasing the group’s commitment to encouraging 
diversity and inclusivity in the workplace and beyond, and in line with 
YSD’s commitment to championing women in sports.

One notable event from the series was the Badminton Tournament, 
which attracted 180 participants from across Peninsular Malaysia. The 
tournament showcased remarkable sportsmanship, with SD Guthrie 
Berhad’s teams, including the Head Office and Northern Lion Badminton 
Club, clinching first and second places. The Super Pistons Motors and CWR 
Fighters, representing Sime Darby Motors and SD Guthrie respectively, 
shared third place.
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SD Games’ activities not only foster camaraderie, but also potentially 
contribute to better working relationships, increased productivity, and 
better overall wellbeingamong employees. The energy and enthusiasm 
highlight how sports can be a powerful tool for building a healthier, 
more cohesive and motivated workforce. YSD hopes to welcome more 
employees from our donor companies, with a special emphasis on 
encouraging greater female participation and celebrating the positive 
impact these games have on building lasting bonds among participants.
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Arts & Culture
ASK Dance Company

Educating a New Generation of Dance 
Talent to Preserve the Nation’s Heritage
Established in 2011, ASK Dance Company (ADC), has been at the forefront 
of preserving culture and artistic excellence in Malaysia.  As an important 
local incubator for young dance talent, the company has created jobs, 
organised award-winning shows, and trained young artists into becoming 
successors of experts in traditional Malaysian dance.

YSD’s funding has enabled ADC to conduct impactful educational 
outreach projects such as Connecting Communities, Get Dancing, and 
the Forging Traditions series. These initiatives have introduced over 24 
traditional Malaysian dances through intensive workshops, reaching over 
30,000 participants nationwide.

ADC is the first dance company in Malaysia to provide free traditional 
dance lessons and assessments, reaching 6,963 participants through 
five phases to date – and its online and physical dance learning platform 
has been recognised by the Ministry of Education’s Sports, Arts, and 
Co-curricular Department for school students to collect points for their 
“Pentaksiran Aktiviti Jasmani dan Kokurikulum (PAJSK)” requirement. As of 
December 2021, ADC has conducted over 40 online dance courses for 610 
participants. ADC’s workshops and programmes have also opened doors 
for aspiring talent, who have since gone on to become dance educators, 
studio owners, and independent artists.
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Alumni members, such as Bernadette Fontaine Banagua, continue to carry 
the torch as educators. Bernadette, a teacher from Sekolah Kebangsaan 
Banjar in Keningau, Sabah, has passed down her knowledge of the Joget 
Gamelan Timang Burung and Joget Gamelan Topeng, which she learned 
from one of ADC’s workshops, to her own students – and they regularly 
perform at state-level events at the invitation of the Sabah Education 
Department.

Aside from financial support, YSD also provided crucial aid in matters of 
governance and business sustainability, allowing ADC to focus on what it 
does best: teaching dance to communities and putting together amazing 
productions. In 2017, the company opened its own space–The Malaysian 
Dance Centre in Ampang–which offers dance classes and is available for 
rental by dancers.

The latest phase of YSD’s funding will support the expansion of Forging 
Traditions: Beyond Borders 3.0 (Phase 6: 2023-2025) series, which focuses 
on teaching Yangge and Bharatanatyam to 1,100 participants through 
11 physical workshops across 8 states and engaging 150 international 
participants online. The programme also includes the production of 
a guidebook on these dances and a dance production “Setanggi Tari 
Melayu”. These efforts are supported by a RM1 million sponsorship and 
aim to broaden awareness and appreciation of Malaysia’s traditional 
dances.

52



Arts & Culture
Five Arts Centre

Ensuring Sustainability in Malaysian 
Performing Arts
The Malaysian performing arts scene has grown through the years, but 
it is still far from being sustainable. Many art practitioners have no clear 
career trajectory and must rely on gig-work due to limited opportunities 
for full-time employment. These vulnerabilities were made especially 
apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Five Arts Centre (FAC) is one of the few independent organisations striving 
to change this narrative. Comprising a collective of artists, activists, and 
producers, it provides a platform where art practitioners can collaborate, 
create, and experiment, whilst propagating Malaysian arts and culture 
through education and advocacy.

YSD has long supported FAC’s initiatives, having committed more 
than RM1.1 million to ensure the continued growth and sustainability of 
Malaysia’s performing arts sector. Previous sponsorships enabled FAC to 
host 72 performances and 10 conferences, publish two books on Malaysian 
performing arts, and establish two online archives documenting the 
nation’s performing arts history.
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The performing arts are often overlooked, but they play a critical role in 
social and cultural commentary and offer unique perspectives that drive 
societal progress–a cause YSD fully believes is important for nation-
building. Thus, Phase 5 of YSD’s collaboration with FAC, aptly called 
the RE-NEW programme, aims to bring about transformative change 
by addressing critical gaps such as arts advocacy at the policy level, 
improving job security for artists, effective documentation and archiving, 
and continual innovation in artmaking.
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Our Commitment to the

As a leading corporate foundation, YSD’s efforts are 
curated to address key global challenges through 
a holistic approach to sustainable development. 
Across our five pillars, our strategies prioritise support 
for initiatives in line with national and international 
policies for a better Earth and society. We support the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) charted by the 
United Nations as part of the international community’s 
action plan for global prosperity and well-being. Relevant 
SDGs are highlighted throughout this report to reflect our 
aspirations and measure progress.
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Financial Highlights
Our financial performance this year 
reflects our commitment to responsible 
stewardship and sustainable impact. 
In this section, we present key figures 
and financial achievements that have 
enabled us to continue driving positive 
change. These highlights underscore 
the strength of our partnerships, prudent 
financial management, and dedication 
to ensuring long-term value for the 
communities we serve.
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Community & Health
RM12,137,391

Education
RM26,663,989

Environment
RM13,290,972

Sports
RM2,921,883

Arts & Culture
RM3,591,542
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